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slushing knee-deep through mud, cultivating its meagre daily
portion of rice.

Outside the valley on the slopes of the hills tea plantations have
taken the place of the old forests. For the shrub which produces
these tiny but valuable leaves needs a great deal of hot moisture
and therefore grows best on mountain slopes where the water
does not hurt the tender roots.

Southward of the Ganges valley lies the triangular plateau of
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Dcccan which has three different types of vegetation. The north-
ern mountains and those of the west are the centre for the trade
in teak, a very durable sort of timber which does not warp or
shrink and which does not corrode iron. It used to be in great
demand for ship-building purposes until the introduction of the
iron steamer, but is still used for a number of purposes. The in-
terior of Deccan, which has very little rain and is another dreaded -
hunger spot, cultivates much cotton and some wheat.
As for the coastal regions, Malabar on the west and Coromandcl
on the cast, their large populations, owing to a generous rainfall,
arc provided amply with rice and millet, a sort of grain which we